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What is the Bible 
Introduction to the New Testament 
Christ the King Lutheran Church 
 
The Epistles of the Apostle Paul 
 
Greek Letter Writing Conventions 
(not every letter uses every convention) 
Salutation 
Thanksgiving 
Body of letter 
Final Message/Instructions 
Greetings 
Blessing 
 
The consistency of Paul’s use of the conventions 
 
Letter   Convention     Citation 
 
Romans  Salutation     1:1-7 
   Thanksgiving     1:8-15 
   Greetings/Instructions/Benediction 16:1-27 
 
1 Corinthians  Salutation     1:1-3 
   Thanksgiving     1:4-9 
   Final Message/Greetings   16:13-24 
 
2 Corinthians  Salutation     1:1-2 
   Thanksgiving     1:3-7 (+) 
   Final Message/Greetings   13:11-13 
 
Galatians  Salutation     1:1-5 
   Thanksgiving     none 
   Admonition/Benediction   6:11-18 
   Greetings     none 
 
Ephesians  Salutation     1:1-2 
   Blessing God     1-3-14 
   Prayer (thanksgiving?)   1:15-17 
   Personal greeting/Benediction  6:21-24 
 
Philippians  Salutation     1:1-2 
   Thanksgiving/Prayer    1:3-5 (+) 
   Greetings/Benediction   4:21-23 
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Letter   Convention     Citation 
Colossians  Salutation     1:1-2 
   Thanksgiving     1:3-5a 
   Acknowledge/Epaphras   1:7-8 
   Greetings/Benediction   4:7-18 
 
1 Thessalonians Salutation     1:1 
   Thanksgiving     1:2-3 
   Greetings/Benediction   4:12-28 
 
2 Thessalonians Salutation     1:1-2 
   Thanksgiving     1:3-4 
   Greetings/Benediction   3:16-18 
 
1 Timothy  Salutation     1:1-2 
   Thanksgiving     none 
   Instruction/Blessing    6:20-21 
 
2 Timothy  Salutation     1:1-2 
   Thanksgiving     1:3-7 
   Greetings/Benediction   4:19-22 
 
Titus   Salutation     1:1-4 
   Thanksgiving     none 
   Instructions/Benediction   4:12-15 
 
Philemon  Salutation     1:1-3 
   Thanksgiving for love & faith        4-7 
   Greetings/Benediction        23-25 
 
Notes:  the letters are placed in descending order of length in the canon.  

Not all letters can be irrefutably attributed to Paul.  
Some were written by his followers or students. 
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Following is the probable date order in which the letters were written,  
according to best scholarship 

 
Date    Addressed To    Author 
 
43-50 C.E.   1 & 2 Thessalonians   Paul 
50-55 C.E.   Galatians    Paul to multiple churches 
53-55 C.E.   1 Corinthians    Paul 
54-55 C.E.   Philippians    Paul/Timothy 
56-57 C.E.   Romans    Paul 
55 or 65 C.E.   Philemon    Paul probably 
After 55 C.E.   2 Corinthians (multiple letters) Paul 
55 or 65-75 C.E.  Colossians    Paul maybe 
Late 1st century C.E.  1 Timothy    Paul maybe 
Late 1st century C.E.  2 Timothy    Paul maybe 
Late 1st century C.E.  Titus     pseudo-epigrapher 
Unclear   Ephesians    Paul maybe 


